
A CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST ON 

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

November 8, 2020 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 
Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 

 

All Spendor and honor and kingly power are yours by right, O Lord our God, For 

you created everything that is, and by your will they were created and have 

their being; And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, for with your blood 

you have redeemed for God, From every family, language, people, and nation, 

a kingdom of priests to serve our God.  And so, to him who sits upon the throne, 

and to Christ the Lamb, Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, for 

ever and for evermore. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy 

the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant 

that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes 

again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 

glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. 

People Amen.  

 

A Reading from the Book of Joshua (24:1-3a, 14-25)                  see insert 

 

Psalm 78:1-7                                 see insert 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians (4:13-18)                see insert 

 

The Holy Gospel (Matthew 25:1-13)                      see insert 

 

The Sermon                         The Rev. Larry Walters 

 

 

 

 

 



The Nicene Creed 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

  

Intercessor Through baptism, God has made us the people of hope.  Our hope is in God and 

our help comes from God.  Since God promises to make all things new, let us offer 

our cares and concerns to God, saying: O God, who is our hope, hear our prayer. 

 

 Gracious Creator, ruler of the universe, we know neither the day nor the hour when 

the Lord Christ shall return to claim the faithful.  Through your saving and 

sustaining grace, enable us to remain in readiness and to welcome his appearing.  O 

God, who is our hope, 

People Hear our prayer. 

 

 Eternal Creator, author of unity, bind your people together into one holy church.  

Remove the barriers that separate Christian from Christian, and enable all the 

baptized to offer common praise to you and common witness to the world.  O God, 

who is our hope, 

 Hear our prayer. 

 

 Merciful Creator, source of all compassion, look with pity upon our world.  Help 

us to overcome the ravages of war, disease, hunger, and injustice; give dignity and 

well-being to all the human family.  Visit us with your love; grant us peace; point 

us to the way that leads to fulfillment and sufficiency for all.  O God, who is our 

hope, 

 Hear our prayer. 

 

 Almighty Creator, protector of all life, we plead with you to grant healing and 

wholeness to the sick, especially ____________.  Lay upon them your hand of 

mercy; renew and restore them, giving them cause to proclaim and praise your 

name.  O God, who is our hope, 

 Hear our prayer. 

 



 We pray for those in our parish family and for those who request prayers for 

themselves or for others, especially ___________________.  O God, who is our 

hope, 

 Hear our prayer. 

 

Celebrant Accept the prayers of your people, O God.  Assure us that you give heed to our 

cries and that you respond to our petitions according to your divine will.  Through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. 

People Amen. 

 

The Confession of Sin 

 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 

will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life.  

People Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Clergy & People exchange words of peace and waves in greeting – no handshakes or hugs 

 

The Offertory 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  For by water and the Holy 

Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your 

glory in all the world. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 



All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 

sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and 

die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out 

his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and 

death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup 

of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me."  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 

Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 

in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 

the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By 

him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People AMEN. 

 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread (A period of silence is kept.) 

 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
 

The Invitation 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Holy Food for Holy People. 



 
The Communion of God’s People 

Ushers will indicate, by rows, when persons are to come forward for receiving communion. 

Communion will be received at a standing station, not at the Altar Rail. Communicants will use 

the hand sanitizer provided before receiving the Bread. Wine will not be offered. Masks must be 

worn during the receiving of communion.  Communicants should remove their masks and consume 

the Bread only when they are back sitting in their pew.  If a blessing is preferred, the blessing will  

be given without touch. 

 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
 

Dismissal 
Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 


